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FROM THE FOOTPLATE

By the Editor

Journal Subscription

Those members who have not yet paid the 2/-
journal subscription for this year are asked to do so,
as soon as possible, to the club treasurer, Mr,
Scholey, We had hoped to make an 1mportan‘l announce -
ment, but have been prevented owirg to a variety of
circumstances; the announcement may appear in the next
issue, -

Our Competition

Attention ip drawn to the details of the
competition printed elsevhere in this issue, Ve are
hopirg for a good response, and it is up %0 YOU to -
see that we are not disappointed,

Wanted--A Name,

Before the first issue of our journal appeared,
we gave considerable thouwght to the question of a
name, but beirg unable to find anythirg really suit=
aple, we adopted, temporarily, "The Circular", and
decided to ask readers for swggestions, We have been
80 busily emgaged with more important questions
that the matter has been allowed to "slide", but we
now feel it should be considered further, s0 we invite
readers to send, to the editor as soon as possible,
ORIGINAT, suggestions,

Back Humbers

Proase note that back copies egent through the
voat now cost 4d, each; those delivered by hand will
remain at 3d, each, Back copies can pe obhitained
from Mr,T . Bradley,
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OPENIYG OF THE "CENTRE"

Injoyable Event

The openiry of T.e "Contre" on Saturday afterncon ;
2nd ,March, proved ©0 L2 enjoyable and successful, aid
the club was particilarly pleased to welcome ¢ lady
visitors, The coramony was performed by Mr, R, C,
Flowerdew, Distisict Passenfer Manager, LM&SR, Leeds,
in the unavoidanle absence of lMr Lovelady, District
Operatirg liansger, LI&SE, Leeds, Also present was |

¥r Garnett, statiommaster at FriZimghall & Mamirgham,

¥r, Flowerdew was introduced by the secratary, |
Hr, ¥, H, Lea, who recounted, briefly, the clup's '
nistory, mentionirg that he had come into close
contact, by means of correspondence, with the railway
companies, and had experienced nothirg but encourage=-
ment, He mentioned how, through the kindness of the
LiZ&SR, the "Centre" was aquired, and he ref®fred to
how it was made sh1ip-shape, He thowght that railway
enthusiasts must seem a "queer crowd" to the railway
companies, LHe referred to the committee's recent
decision to restrict the total membersiip, and said
that the limit had almost been reached, '

ilr, Flowerdew said he could quite understand the
enthusiasm; on the railways there vas always some-
‘thing of interest to see and always something new to
learn, It was the policy of their company to support
such societies, althowgh, of couse, there were limits
He had seen the "Centre" pefore the "Circle" moved in,
and he offered corgratulations on the way it had bean
cleaned and decorated,

Mr, Flowerdew also referced nhriefly to tite
development of the railways, and mentioned the
difficulties they were facing at tiue present moment,

A vote of thanks to IIr, Flowerdew was proposed
by Mr.W L Hayes and seconded by Mr,CHutton,

A pleasirg display of models of locomotives,
rolling stock, etc,, was an added attraction,
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A Quiz

Te experiment of holdirg a railway quiz at the
first March meetirg, on Wednesday the 6th, proved
gquite successful, two teams, each consistirg of
several members, first pitted their wite against one
another, but later all present joined in makirg two
nuch lamer teams, The questions were quite varied
and the evening was inst ructive, and at times amusig .

APPRENTICESIIP AT DERBY, 1907 TO 1913,
Talk by Mr, E, A, Colebourne

Another interesting and instructive eveniig was
gpent on Wednesday, 29th March, vhen Nr E,A.Colepourne
gave & talk on his apprenticeship at the Midland
Locomotive works at Derpy hetween 1907 and 1913,
fhenhe entered the works, Mr, R M Deeley was Chief
Locomotive Superintendent, Mr Deeley was later
followed by Mr, (later Sir) Henry Fowler, as Chief
Mechanical Ergineer, and the Locomotive Department
pecame known as the Chief Mechanical Ergineer's Dept,

Mr,Colebourne recalled the railway strike apout
1911;his goimg into the boiler mountirg shop when
the first order was goirg throuwgh for some twenty-
four supemeaters;Sir Cecil Peget's 2-6-2 eight-
cylinder tender elgine, No,2299, vhich he saw on
several occasionsjhis experiences in Derby runnimg
gheds where he worked for some months vhen inhig
twenties, and his experiences vhen attached to the
breakdown garg stationed therejand many other
interestirg items and experiences - some amusi'g
some tragic, which, unfortunately, space will no
rerm#t us to mention,
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SOME NOTES FROM ITALY

These notes have peen sent by Cpl,
N, EVANS, an honorary servirg member,

The Italian Railways are in a mess; war has left
its mark, Simle track workirg is very common due to
the war, although in the mountainous areas there is
normally only simgle track, Bridges are at the moment
still temporary structures, although some have bheen
repuilt or are under congtruction,

The rails rest on metal plates vhich are spiked to
the sleepers; and the sleepers would only bhe used for

| firewood in Erglandsg They appear to be unprepared

wood: straight; curved; thick or thin it does not
seem-t0 matter, and travellirg is a bit rouwgh! 'There
are a small numher of steel sleepers in the north,
Incidentally, Switzerland has all-steel track, and
the railway system sr1ows up, almost to ridicuie, the
French ard Italian systems,

Before the past war, Italy had the largest mile~-
age of wrecked electrified track! |

Trains drawn by electric power have a stean coach
containimg a hoiler and coal punker, and usually two
men to tend it, to provide steam for hea irg and for
braking . TN o :
fmerican and 1LMS locos,

There are numercus American locomotives, of the
2~8-0 type, with disc-pattern pony wheels; and the
JIMS have also some of their 2-8-0s in use, I saw
several of these in the Falconare and Ancona areas,
Italian ergines, passerger and goods, seem to be mos
mostly 2-8-2's -- massive thimgs with eight-vwheeled
douple begi= tenders, Moguls seem a popular type,
put I have secn more wrecked than workirg!

Rollirg stock is in bad condition, with glass
migg g from windows, etc, The windows are smzll and
the peats nre of wood, but those in the first-class
compartments do sport cughions, CGoods stock is also
the worse for wear, There is gquite a proportion of '
German vericles; and all trucks have the small '"nouse"
for the brakesman,
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Signallirg, as we know it, seems 10 he practically
non-existent, At eacn level crossirg and station
stands a man with a stick, at the end of vhich is a
six inch disc, He is the man who startis the train or
says it cannot start., He wears a big red peaked cap
if at a station, put it appears teat any old traup
can he "level crossirg man" There are n¢ gates, hut
omly two lorg poles vhich are raised or lowered,
draw=bridge fashion, to open or close the crossily,

Trains stop at every station, large or small, am
there 4086 @211 time made! Platforms are of the low
type, just apove platform Je vel, Lamge staticns are
tecnming with Italians, vho walk across the track, sit
on it, and in fact swarm all over 1t, and over
staticnary trains, I siould think the free-riders
outnumber those tuat pay, They travel on the puffers,
the carrisge runniig hoards, and even on the ergine
itself!, Vhether the fact that the lack of discipline
on an Italian station or train is normal, or an out-
come of the wars, I cannot say,

An Impreseive Structure

A most impressive structure, however, and reason
ably clean, is Milan Central station, The street
facade is a megnificent sight of sclidity and
strergth, At the end of each track are puffers
viich recoil d. org the last few feet of the rails,

We have been asgked to anncunce that books

from the clupb lihrary, at the "Centre",

ghould only he taken howme by special arrargement
ment, The main ohject of the libhrary is to
provide hooks to read at the "Centre"




! 28 Bradford Railwey Circle !

. Q 4 y

1,00,  DEPOT _VISITS, )

: L

(Compiled from the 1og beimg kept by Mr, G, H, Sutlgndh
g

A Complete Cazize

. Tag firet club outirg to an LI¥ER locomotive iz
,dspot was to Ardsley on S urday, 25rd JFepruary, and
‘the vieit came as a complete chamgo from the previous
garies of outimgs to LMUSR greds,

e M

. In the thed, down one rcad, stood various 1l0co=-
_motives under 1ight repair, inciudimg an ex-GIR J6 (
:0=6=0, and the fireman guide told how on occasions he
had had ag much as two tons of coal in the firehox
,grut:m‘or thepe ergines vhon workirg on posserger

esi

Unmusuel snd Pine sg%t
Poseimg from the ghed €O t2e wo op, tho perty

"gaw a roather unusual and fine eight--- g down exvree !
paseing a2loxg the maln 1ine, double-headed by ©we B4
cilass 4-~8-0's, 6098 and 810.L {(See note on 60GE in
repord on vislt to Bovlirs}, Subsequently, two more
represantatives of this class were seon, ard by I,
6103 & pause was made, mowrhers marvellirg at its |
gracesul 1ines and thimdirg what an arsist Mo 25
Robinsen was: there was an engine with everythirng in
‘proportion from e beautifulily flared chimney down
{+0 the massive connscting rod hig=-snds, unsncumbered
by the paraphernalia of the nOw almoet universal |
Valechgert vale gear, Mempers tried ic visualigo

wiat might have been the LEER logemotive policy hed
fiopingon accepted the post of O M .- afior the Erowds,
ingtoad of the late (and also great) Sir Jigel Grenlcy.i

o ——g Y

In the workeéhop, & few epines were undergolrg
heary repalrs, includirg Ivatt Atlantic 50,4445, with
tonder uncoupied and bogie cut; K2 2-5-0 10,4351, i
witi: pony truck removed; and ex~@XR J3 clasy 0~6-0
Ko, 4153, with its front putfer beam cismentled,

Adjoinirg the workérop vae a room conteinirg tho
vater heg ing plant for the poller washimg=-out
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- Pparatucs, and included in the equipment were two
Jorthirgton steam feed pumps, The steam for this
;2lant was supplied by a class J50 0-6-0T, vhich stood
2R a track outside, withdome cover removed and the
cteam supply pipe connected to the dome,

The party examined an e¢x-i3R six-vheeled goods
‘:rake outside the ghop; and two membors also discovered
> Sentinel steam rail car, 100 EP (six cylinder)

o, 51913, "Rival"”, vhich proved t0 be in a very
iilapidated condition,

scheme were noted during the course of the visit,

i, Several examples of the new LNER re-numbering

! "Loced Colour”

' Althouwgh only twenty-eight ermgines representing
“ive classes, wore on shed, the visit to Bradford
(Bowling) INER locomotive depot on March 16th, proved
50 be extremely interestirg as there was a certain
samount of "lccal coloup®

Ihe =clitary occupant of the repair gior was ex-
NR ). class Ow3-2T No,4603, Tis locomotive wae
inue trailimg vaeele, owirg to g hot box, and a new
rick ardi vag peing built in the firebox, The equip~
O in the sop included a hand~-operated 23-ton ovor=
ead crans shich, the party was told, was condemned
den the wieel drop wag installed,

Tnc mempers, in the ched, climbed on o the foot-
plets of ex-GCR "Immirgham" class 4 6 0 No,6098, the
train engine inveled in the derailment of the Bradfond -
{irg'e Crose express at Carcroft on 3lst _Octopeor Zast,
i18 =esidont wos cansed py the breakirg of a comscting |
rO0C oo the piioty ¢ipine (K2 class 2-6-0 No,4635) and
the B4 cawe %o rest on its slde, It was noticsd that
there wue & patch on the cab side, and that the hand
wail had peen welded at the top,
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Havimg left the shed and inspected the coalirg il |
sower the party noticed a curious feature about ex- ,
‘MR T30 class 0-6-2T No,3170, vhich arrived to coal Wi
hr original GNR prass builders' plates bore the ysar .
1914, but the mmall cast-iron piatee on the burker |
cead 1915, It would be interestirg to discover how
his anomaly arose,

™e sand dryirg plant was examined, md then
sovaral members went down the pit under B4 class Yo,
‘022, and noticed the wear and consegquoni glack fittirg
¥ the sccentric straps. The water pick-up 8c00p Was
.10 exanined at close quarters,

Fiaally the turntable was inspected, The guide
asidthat, altaowgh it could accomodatc a B4 class
Locomotive, the table was hard to turn as it was
manually operated and the ergine could not pe set or
palanced, Te tabze, he said, used t0 be at Granthanm,
It wae easy to discern, in the pit, the position vhich
1ad peen occupied by the rasce of the previous smallerr
turntabls, '

A COMPETITION FOR READERS,

In the larch issue we publighed a letter, from
"Well-wisher", containirg the swgestion taat readsrs
be invited to.submit short accounts of rallway exper-
‘ances they greatly enjoyed, and we announced that the
swegestion would pe given a trisl, Ve have now decilded'
+0 modify the original announcement,

Items ghould be ensitled "Railway Reminiscences",
and, ae an encouragement, we are offerimg a enall
prize, & railway map (on paper) of the British Isles,
for the pest item pupmitted, The post-groupirg
companies and their component systens are clearly ¢iown
ghown, and the scale is 18 miles %0 the inch,

Rulea:

. Ttems sould be between 300 and 900 words in
lergth,

2., The competition is open to all readers, inglude-
ine mempers of the staff of the journel, with the
exception of the editor,

3, Any reader may send as many entries as he likes,
put each should be accompanied by an entrance
fee of 24,



4, AllL oniries @ ould be gent to the editor,

5. Cioceirg date is June 8th, (first pogt for hone
rsadsrs, and June 15ta, (first post) for overseas
readers, Items arrivimg after that date will be
disgualified,

6., Submitted items will not be returned, neither can
we acknowledze entries received: stamped addressed
envelopes £1ould i he enclosed, The editor
reserves the right to puplish any item af ter the

closirg dates fur the conpetition,

7. The decision must bhe rguded ag fingl,

The Society wish to thark all those wio have . __
supplied pictures for the wall, books for the livrary,
and chairs, etc, It 1s, unror{mmtely, not possible
to nention py name all who have helped,

‘One varticularly interestirg addition is "Bradshaw's
Railway Coupanion" for 1841, It has 46 pages and is
ehout the sice of a pocket diary, and, althougn in
rather a dslicate condition, is a rare prize,

. INFORMATION BUREAU

Section "A" - Queries,

Can any reader supply information about the Bast &
Wost Yorkshire Union Railway which comnected Stourton
«Junction on the former lfidland Railway with Lofthouse
Jon the former Grest Northern Railway?
z" - "Rothwell Haigh"
Section "B" ~ Answers .

Ve thank thoge members wao have sent details apout
the Bradford Corporation Sewage works rallway at
Egholt, in response to the query fron "Explorer"
Pressure on gpace ip such that we camot publish the
details this menth. put we hope t0 do 80 in the next
ﬁ.aaue, wifh suitabie acknowledgement to those who have

elued,

Oorzespondence - Owirg t0 shortage of space this

fesiie Ane been held over,



LOOKIMNG i EAD

4th April: Lecture by lr, George Dow, Press Relations
(Thurs) . Officer of the LNER, on .
"ocumotives of the LNER"™, illustrated
with lsntoern slides, '7-36 p.m, prompt,

17th April:lir, R, C, Flowerdew, District Passerger

(Weds) .laneger, LUSR, Leeds, will read a paper
on "The lMS -~ A Transport Undertakirg"
7-30 p.n, prompt, !

28th ,Aprit:Visit to Copley Hill locomotive depot,

(Sun .LNER, Catch 1-5 p.m, train fron Ferster
Square, all stations to Leeds (except
Mannirghan, Oor menbers may mske thelr own
wey t0 the shed for 2-45 p.n, Only traings
back are the 4-30 to Bradford; 5-45 to
Apperley Bridge omly; and 6-25 to Bradford,
Can nenmbers will care assist? The use of
cars will be just ified under the circum=-

. gtances,

lst, May: "The Furness Railway and its Locomotives"
(Weds) - A lecture by Mr, Jean Thorrhill,

— e e e —————— *

Duty Rota for the "Centre”
Week cormenirg 8th April ,..... Mr, Barker,
" ®  15th ,April ,..... Mr, Bradley,
b . 22nd April ...... Mr, Butland,
» . 29ﬁ1.Ap:u TR RN ) mo Buttefy.»

Usrhers are reninded that they ase honour-pound to see
that the job ie done durirg their particwlar week,
enl, £ they cannot do the duties thomselves, t0
arcargo DIRACT with & fellow member to deuputise, A
nop, bucket, " and prush, will be provided, but
neohers ere_asied to prirmg rags for clem irg the
windows, etc.




