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" This month one has the pleasureful duty of
g ratulating Mr, F, H, Lea upon his election to
e-presidency., From the earliest pre-inaugural
irg to the present day Mr, Lea has devoted him-
21lf to the well-beirg and good estate of the

cle‘ and his new honour is richly deserved, It
b one's earnest wish that he may, together with
p, Hutton, enjoy many happy years in the vice=
pesidential office,

The honorary secretaryship has now devolved upon
', G. H, Butland, a versatile and popular member

' the Circle and its Executive, In this gentle-
\'s capable hands the affairs of the society are
cure, and the least one can do to show one's
ipreciation is to pe helpful in any way within
le's power, It is hoped that Mr, RButland's tenure
| of fice will be as fruitful and successful as

at of his predecessor,

' One has it on good authority that ex-Midland
dlway 2-4-0 No,20002, the subject of editorial
mment some monthe ago, is to be presented to the
ephenson Locomotive Society, Although our hon,
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aecreta.ry was officially motified by the C, i .E. of
the L,M,5.R,. that the future of.this locomotive had
been determined, no indication.of waat-that future
might be was given, and, in view of its omission
from the puhlicised list of the.ergines that the
company intended to preserve, gravest fearg for its
safety were entertained, In the possession of the
Stephenson Locomotive Scciety ons may nowhope that
the veteran will find an honoured resting place
alomg side Strouvdley's famous "Gladstone"

As intimated last month,~ the Ediuors have made
contacts with the Bristol Hailway Circle, Tarouvgh
the medium of the "Circular" and the "Bristol Rail-
way Circle Megazine" it is hoped to establish a
further and friendly link with the city daily link-
ed to our hy a noerth-to-west and west~to-north .-
express passemger service,

The Committee recently resclved t0 purciase a
typewriter, and this resolution met with the approp-
ation of the Anmual General Meetirg, A machine is
now on order and the Editors hope that pefore low
they may be able to produce a really worth-vhile
"Circular", The printed cover and saddle stitciimne
introduced this month are a bvig step forward ino the
right directionn, and in this connection one musti
acknowledge the invaluable assistance given by cne
of our leadirZ memhers,

The Secretary is desirous of formirng a panel of
members vhio would be willirg in turn to report the
indoor meetirgs for the "Circular", Those vho feel
disposed to assist are asked to advise ¥r, Butland
as soon as possible, The recordirng of the outdoor
activities remains in the Secretary's hands,

The subsc 1ption for the current year has been
fixed at 12/6, includirg the "Circular", this beirg
retrospective to October 18th, last, The deferred
or quarterly subscription is now 3/9,
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le Wirral hailway

Unlike its near neighpour the Mersey, wridi open-
twin trackage throughout as a sirgle entity, and
iefly as an underground reilway, the Wirral rose
om the meltirg pot of geveral small sirgle track
ncerns, and it was only some thirty years after
e construction of its first constituent part that
became entirely a double tracked line, And it

d not tunnel! The nearest approach to undergrourd
a long cuttirg from Park to Birkerhead North and
deep rock cuttirg into New Brighton, Sand, not
rowirg ,has been the curse of the Wirral, "As
garly as 1866 we hear of an ergine leavimg the track
at Hoylake and becomirg s0 embedded in the sand that
sle evenirg train had to be hauled by horses, and as
fecently as the first years of the groupirg the
.S5.,K, had to maintain special Zargs of men con-
nua.lly on duty to dig out the track on the exposed
tion peyond Wallasey, But the sand has heen
quered - partly by housirng development and partly
plantig the lineside at the worst points with
cial grass.

~ In the space at my disposal it is impossible to
ollow the history of the railway in detail and I

an only recommend those interested to réad the

icle in "The Railway Magazine" of April 1938, In
6 a sirgle track line was laid from near Birken-
d Horth to Hoylake ~ that was the beginnirg and
arly the end, for by 1870 we find all traffic

sed and the line in the hands of the bailiff.
ihenfollowed many complications and setbacks, When
fie Wirral was formed in 1891 it had lines from Park
0 West Kirby and New Brignton, The first act of
ie new cpmpany was t0 double track its lines and
fen, in 1895, it opened the final extension of the
ne alomg the north side of the docks to Seacombe,
,ence there is a frequent ferry service to Liver-
0ol, The Wirral thus possessed four terminal stat-
_pa, and by means of two triargular junctions at
iddston it could run services from any terminal to
«e cther three, The Seacombe-New Brighton service,
iown locally as "The Dodger", for obvious reasons
uld not compete with street transport and was
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withdrawn in 1906, During the 1914-18 war the der-
elict rails were lifted from the north side of the
northern triangle at Bidston and have never been
replaced, And s0 the Wirral reached its final form
with passemzer services from Park to West Kirby and
New Brighton, and from Seacombe to Weet Kirby, with
important goods connections to the lines alorgside
the north and south of the Birkemead Docks - a
stpgll but important railway of but thirteen route
miles, -

To operate the line the Wirral had quite a vari-
ety of ergines, lcst of its more recent ergines
came from Beyer,Peacock - all tanks of 2-4~0, 4-4-2,
4-4+4-, 0-4-4 and 0-6~2 wheel formations, After
1914 funds were again low and 1m0 new ergines were
built, but five 2-4-2 tarnks were bought second-hand
from the L .Y K, and four similar ones from the LN,
W.R,. The L.M,S,R, got rid of most of the native
ergines rather quickly and now none remain, The
most ocutstanding locos, were the three 4-4-4 tanks
~built by Beyer,Peacock in 1896, They had 5'-2"’

coupled wheels, inside cylinders 17" x 24", poiler
pressure of 160 lbs,., and were the first emines of
wiat was to prove a remarkahly unpopular vheel form-
ation in this country., Wien electrification came
into effect in 1938, the L,K,S,K, had standard 0-5-0
and 2-6-2 tanks and five L, K, W,R, coal tanks hands:-
lirg the Wircal traffic, put now a mere handful of
0-6~0 tanks remain for goods works, :

Te LN,EK, Lines, :
Before brirging the story up-to-date, another
railway must he considered - purely the most amazicg
intruder in this part of the world, To trace the
history of the L,H,E,R, in the Wirral we must go to
Wales, and back to 1862, vhen the Wrexham, Mold and

Connsh's Quay was authorized to build its little
local 12~1/2 mile line, In 1890 it cpened an ex-
teasion to Shotton on the Dee vhere it met a new
line from Chester of the Manchester, Sheffield and
Lincolngnire Railway, shortly to become the G,C.E,
The K,S5,L.K, reached Chester by the Cheshire Lines
system. In 1896 the Wrexham company and the G ,C,R,
Jointly opened a line from Hawarden Bridge, near
daotton, to Bidston on the Wirral, but the new
venture ruined the Wrexham company, and in 1897 it

2
it was absorbed by the G, C K., and thus by theg:
devious means the L N, E K, today reaches hoth lag
and the Wirral, In 1898 the G ,C,K, obtained runni:g
powers from Bidston over the Wirral to Seacombe,

and in 1906. a comnection was made crossirg the
Wirral main line on the level from tae G ,C,R, Bid-
ston Yard into.Birkerhead Docks. It is over this
connection that the very extensive L N ER. traffic
now passes, The L N EK, lines are double through-
gut and apart from a heavy climb in either directicn
petween Storeton and Parkgate are easily graded,

For the most part the line runs throuwgh a part of
 the Wirral as yet little developed, but though local
traffic is poor, it is a very popular route from
Wrexham to Liverpool, '

Post 1938 Developmeints.
arly in e L.M.S5,R, completed the chamge~-

over from steam to electricty of the Park to New
Brighton and West Kirby lines, At the same time the
Beacombe-West Kirby service was withdrawn so that
now the LN, ER, Wrexham trains, pehind their pretty
1little G ,C.R, tanks, provide the only service for
‘passergers on that pranca, - 3

The L,K.S,K, adopted the 3rd, rail 650 volt sys-
tem and provided most excellent 3-coach sets of very
modern construction, At the same time the very
antiquated Wirral stations were replaced.by modern
concrete and glass erections, the new station at
‘Hoylake, in particular, beimg a thing of real beauty
not even to be equalled on the L.,P.T.B.lines, The
whole 1938 scheme provided a most striking metamor-
phosis, and the L X,S,RK, are to be corgratulated on
‘their enterprise, Though the Mersey retained its
‘separate identity, there was a fusion of workirgs
whereby Mersey stock took over the entire FNew
Brighton line and the new L/M ,S,R, stock the West
Xirpy line - all trains running through to Liyerpool
Central. On Sundays the workirgs are reversed so it
'is even possible to see L K,S.R, electrics as far
‘aridd as Rock Ferry, Apart from the L,N,E.R, work-
imgs, the only steam locos, now t0 be sesn cn.the
Wirral are the few 0-6-0 tanks uged to work a -
throwgh coacn from New Brightor to West Kirby,
‘thence to the joint lines and so by Hooton to Chest-
ar, (continued on page 9)



ANNUAL GENERAL MEETIING

The evenirg of -Wednesday, &th, January 1947 was
inclement to say the least of it, but in spite of
the snow and slush and sleet a surpr:.sirgly large
attendance foregathered at the Centre for the
Anmial General Meetirg of the Circle,
public spirit of some considerate person the room
was comfortably warm from the outset; the spirit-
ual atmosphere, as usual, being one of good fellow-
ship and continued enthusiaa,. :

The Vice~President, Mr, Caarles Huttcn was in
the thair, and the meetirg was opensd by e Hon,

Secretary, Mr, P, H, Lea, readirg the minugeg of the

previous meevir’gs vilich were duly accepted as a
true and accurate record,

’Jh_e Secretary's report occupied only a minute or
two, as Mr, Lea merely said that the best possible
report of the yvear's workirng lay in the pressnt
appearance of the Centre and the keen-ness of the
members then in it,
Hon, Treasurer, Mr, C, E, Seholey, also presented
the financial statement and report,

M.r. Hutton next intimated to the meetirg that
Mr, Lee had agked to be relieved of his office at
the Annual General Meetirg, and further said that
the Committee, having considered the matter, had
reluctantly ‘résolved to recommend a.cceptance of
this resignation, MNr, Lea then put forward his
reasons for wisghing to retire, and the meetirg

forthwith accepted his resignation with much regret.

At this stage a cordial vote-of-thanks to. the
retiring Secretary was proposed by Mr, James, the
substance of his remarks beinz that although he was
not a foundation member he could well imagine that
Mr, Lea had porne the burden and heat of the day;
and that without his assistance the Cirele could

not have prospered nearly so0 well as it had, This
was seconded by lMr, Wilkinson and carried with

- acclamation, Mr, Lea, in respondimg, depracated
the swggestion that his personal efforts had bheen

Tharksg to the

¥r, Lea, in the absence of the

ittee members were re-appointed sn Bloc

* productive of such good results, and said that it

was undoubtedly the Ccrmittee and members them-
selves who were really. responsible for the happy
state of a.ffairs in vhich the Circle was pla.ced

" Here the Chairman moved that Mr. I.ea. be elected
‘a2 Vice-President in recognition of his services,
Mr, Lea in reply said that to be associated with
. Mr, Hutton in such an office was a singular honour
- and he had gredt pleasure in acceptimng.

Nr, Wilkinson theh proposed and iir, Butterfield
seconded that Lr, G, H, Butland be asked to dis-

' chamge the duties of Secretary, this being carried

unanimously and with evident satisfaction, Mr,
Butland, in accepting the office, again testified
tc the splendld work done by Mr, Lea and said that

 he would endeavour to serve the Circle to the hest
- of his ability.

Incidentally, one learned that
Mrs G, H. Butland, probably in common with most of
. the lorg -sufferirng wives of our fraternity, con-
sidered that her husband lived only for the Bradford
Railwa,r Circle! fThis is indicative of the eager-
ness and zea.l of our new Secretary.

Mr,Scholey was re-elected Treasurer and as 1o
‘rurther nominations had been received, the Comm=
the vacancy
caused by lr, Butland's election to the Secretary~-
ghip peirg left for the Committee to fill by co=-
option if and when desired, This concluded the

formal pusiness on the egenda,

Here Mr, Lea made an announcement, It appeared

'tha.t two Illspectors from the I.ocomotive Department

at Derby, visiting Mannirgham Sheds in connection
‘with the Mutual Improvement Class, were recently

ghown into the Centre by our friend and memper Mr,
G, Jones, passed-firenan,

The visitors were very
1mpressed with what they saw there, and expressed a
‘wish thhat the professional lccomotive man might be
fired with the same enthusiasm that one met in
‘those who pursued the craft only as a hobby. The
members of the Bradford Failway Circle were also
cordially invited to attend an officially inepired

L
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lecture on "The Development of the Locomotive”" to
be delivered in the Bradford Te¢hnical CoclleZe on
Thursday, 16th. January,

In connection with the production of the "Circ-
ular®, it was mentioned.that a new typewriter was
necessary if the journal was to come into line with
others of a similar nature, Mr, Lea explained that
the capital cost of the machine was forthcoming,
subject to repayment in instalments., He had in mind
the idea of runnirg a few vhist-drives by which he
hoped to make a few pounds, and it was sugg ested
that the "hat” might be passed round at the meet-
irgs, the figure asked for being one perny per head,
any increase on this peimg left to the individual,
It wae resclved that a typewriter be purchased as
soqQn as poEesible.

¥r, Hayes then raised the question of Model Man's

and Photographer's sections and asked if the time
wvas opportune for the arrargement of something on
these lines., Some discussion took place on the
swggestion without any definite resolution heirg
arrived at. ¥r. Shackleton and Mr, Ealliwell statcd
that they were always open to receive visitors in
their model lay-out rooms, and the cordial thanks
of the meetine were expressed for their kindress
in this matter, OS¢ far as the second item was
¢oncerned Mr, Thorrhill thought that it would be a
good plan to arrarge an occasicnal evenirg for the
exhibition, sale and excharge of photographs, MNr,
Butland said this could be extended to include
railway literature and Mr, Thorrhill followed the
theme with the imformal proposition that a Dutch
auction of- denated surplus photographs and liter-
ature might ‘be a source of enjoyment and revenue,
These matters were left to the Committee to discuss
in detail,

This brought the pusiness meetimg to a close amd
the members then settled down to hear Mr, K, D,
Brearley on "The Railways of the Isle of Man"

S PG
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" Then, too t s not unué to seeA excr sions
{.r.om'the f-.ﬁ.E?ﬁ'. at New Bgﬁt.on pmindué..é,R, ,
types up to and includirg the vig 4-6-Os, |

lines from Birkerhead

bl

The
(Woodside) to Chester, Helspy and West Kirby, al-
thovgh strictly Wirral lines, have really 1liftle in
cormon with the group I have described. If the
Abercrombie report on Merseyside is ever adopted
then the effects on the Wirral section and the Mer-
sey may be far reachimg, but until then, they and
their L N _E R, neighpours are "doirg very well,
thank you"

joint LGM"SBRI.GOWCR.

Tc the Bditors, "The Circular". 4 1
Deasr Sirs, Low Moor and our Railways.

One cannot study the evelution of British rail-
ways without beimg struck with the importance
played. in their construction by Low Moor ironworks.
~_ Time and again we read of ergineers stipulatimg
Low Moor iron vhen placirg orders with outside
builders, and it appears that Low Moor iron was
also largely used in pridge construction, etc,

.On several occasicns people have writeen to me
from various parts of the country askirg for par-
ticulars of the Low Moor railway system and the
locomotives in use, but my knowledgde is not exten-
give as I have never spent much time in south
Bradford, _ =01 )

- Thowgh Bradford cannot boast of a large through
station, it is clear that our district has contri-
buted much to the constructional part of railways,
and we ought to be proud of it; for this reason I
ggest that it would be well {o. place on record an
count of the railway system of that once-famous
works and the locomotives in use, with any other
dtems of interest.

. If any of our members are natives of south Brad-
ford with extensive knowledge of the Low Moor works
would they, sirgly or in conjuction with each other,
Pprepare an account for our "Circular"?

Yours faithfully,
G . E- Jam“'




"_I’_‘:'e-&roupll_fg_in oecotiana .
was the title of a very interestirg paper read to 11
the Circle by Mr., A, Shackleton on November 27th, The Locomotives and Rollimg Stock of the S§.D.J.R,

Of the companies prior to the 1923 amalgamation the < ;
speaker said he had most contact with the N B.R,, Mr, G, E, James gave us another of hig splendid

C.R, and H B, The fascinating livery schemes were talks on December 11lth, vhenhis subject was "The

dealt ‘with first, and it was also mentioned that Locomotives and Rolling Stock of the S.D,J.R"., In
many of Britain's outstandirg locomotive ergineers the 1850s he told us two lines were projected, one,
had been connected with the Scottisn railways. the Somerset Central Railway, to run eastwards from

Of the G N,S.R, Mr, Shackleton said an interest- Highpridge to Cole, and the other the Dorset Central
irg point was that althowgh now part of the L.N.E.R, Rzilway, to run from Cole to Wimborne, It was in-
it had no direct paysical connection with the main tendsd that these two should connect at Cole, but

part of that system, except by runnirg powers over as the Comerset line was broad gauge and the Dorgset
LM, 8,K, metals, Generally it could pe said that Central standard, a strarge state of affairs exist-
it lived up t0 its official title of "Little and ed, They did meet, and in 1862 amalgamated to
Good", become the S,D,R, The broad gawge line was later
The largest of the Scottish companies, the ¥V ,B.R. altersd to standard and in 1869 construction com-
operated many miles in Ergland and was unique in menced on an exténsion from Evercreech to. Bath,
possessirg several hamed tender ergines, Notanle Later the Company found themselves in financial
amorg its locomotive types were the "Glen" and difficulties and they approached the Bristol and
"Scott" 4-4-0s and the larmge Atlantics designed by Exeter and G W, R,; the M R, and L,S,W,R, steépped in
Reid in 1907, and in 1876 these two companies tock charge, the
In many ways the H R, was unigue; it pioneered Midland becomirg respensihle for the rollirg stock;
the 4-6-0 in Great Britain with the famous "Jones ‘the L,S5,W,R, looking after track, stations, etc,

Goods" in 1894, and had the lorgest simle line ~ The Bath-Bournemouth section became the main lim
route mileage in Britain, from about 1874, and 45 out of 71 miles is. double
The C.R.,, notable for the wonderful blue livery  track, The gradients are heavy and there is a large

of its passerger locomotives, had the last simgle coal traffic, and the milk and fruit traffic is

driver in regular service in Great Britain, enormous, Mr, James went oh to descripe the various
The speaker said he hadn't had much contact with interestirg locometives, many of which were rebuilt

the G, 5,W.,K,, but described the Manson 4-4-Os and ' some more than once, thus lastiig 50 years and more,

4-6-0s and the large 4-6-4 tanks designed by White- The livery was described, and the talk concluded
legg . . with a brief reference to passsiger and goods roll-

The paper waiich was illustrated by means of book 1rg stock,

illustrations and coloured plates concluded by an Illustrations were provided in the form of post-
imaginary journey from Leeds to Edinpumh (Waverley) cards mounted on cards specially for the purpose,
in the days just prior to the groupirg, The cust- &and the speaker's ncw famous albums of locomotive

cmary instructive and entertainirg discussion ".photosraxha were open tO inspection, G H B,
followed, G‘H.B. =SSz oE=IssssSSezczzrzszsSsSsoSsSss==s=z=ss=s=ssso=s
it i1ttt 3t 2t 2 28 ¢ it 2 2 2 22 2 2 2 2 2 3 R F F R F S 2 E T P R 2t 2 22T

‘Duty Kota

The repcrts on the paper by Mr, J, Thorrhill on
"Tne Smith Compounds" (December 30th,) and the talk
by Mr, k., D, Brearley on "The Railways of the Isle
of Man" (January &th,) will pe published next month,

dJan, 9th, - Jan, 22nd, : - -
Jan,. 23rd, - Fep, 5th. : I, Evans,
Fen, 6th, - Fep, 19th, : B, Field.
Fep, 20th, - March 5th, : J,T .Grierson
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Start the year right with a good railway book!

"TiE HOBBIES SHOP™ have a fine selection in stock,

Here are a few: -

"Ihe Locomotives of Sir Nigel Gresley"
by 0. S. Fock. 10/6
"British Locomotive Types" g/~
"London Tilpury and Scuthiend Railway Locomotives®
1880-1945 By C. Latgley Aldrica. 4/6

"Railway Pictorial®™ No, 3 A Tew more copies are

now to hand, Price : 5/-
"My Best Railway Pactographs" by ¥,.W.Earley. 1/6
"the Railway kagazine™ Jan-Feb 1947, 2/-
"Railway Signallirg & Communicg icns®

Second edition, g/~
"Trains Anmal® 7/6

COMING SHORTLY, ORDER NOW

Fowler and Stanier L ¥_.S, Locos,
By C, Lamgley Aldrich,

YOUR shop is at 202 Keighley Road, Frizirghall,
Bradford, (Opposite Lister Park, Norman
Arch Gates). ~

e T T T T s & = =0 5 0 W 0 D G T —— - - ——
S ———— " . .~ . — . T ————————— —————

Jamary 22nd,: A Paper by the late Geormge Hughes,
C.B.E., . Inst.C.B,, ¥.I ¥ec: E,
"Locemotives puilt =t Horwich with
N some Hesults®™ Read by C,E.Scholey.

e e T S —————

A series of talks on the Locomotives of the ¥Midland
Railway is shortly to be given by ¥r, G, B, James,
The dates of these will be found in the Febh. issue,



